
©2007 NWEA. DesCartes: A Continuum of Learning is the exclusive copyrighted property of NWEA. Unauthorized use, reproduction, or distribution is prohibited. WA 3.4.1 
* Both data from test items and review by NWEA curriculum specialists are used to place learning continuum statements into appropriate RIT ranges.  
 Blank cells indicate data are limited or unavailable for this range or document version. 
 
   

Subject:  Reading 
Goal Strand:  Read Different Materials for a Variety of Purposes 
RIT Score Range:  181 - 190 
 

Skills and Concepts to Enhance 
171 - 180 

Skills and Concepts to Develop 
181 - 190 

Skills and Concepts to Introduce 
191 - 200 

Apply Functional, Informational, and Technical 
Documents 

Apply Functional, Informational, and Technical 
Documents 

Apply Functional, Informational, and Technical 
Documents 

• Recognizes the types of information likely to be found 
in a newspaper 

• Identifies the function of a dictionary* 
• Identifies the characteristics thank you notes* 
• Identifies the characteristics of lists* 

• Classifies literary texts as nonfiction* 
• Identifies the characteristics of informational 

magazines 
• Identifies the characteristics of dictionaries 
• Identifies characteristics of manuals* 
• Identifies the characteristics of informal notes* 
• Identifies the characteristics of letters* 
• Classifies text as a journal entry* 
• Identifies the characteristics of lists* 
• Describes the functions of a table of contents in 

informational texts* 
• Locates information using a table of contents in literary 

text 
• Uses as bibliography to locate information in 

informational text* 
• Identifies the characteristics of a list* 

• Identifies the characteristics of nonfiction 
• Identifies the characteristics of informational 

magazines 
• Identifies the characteristics of an atlas 
• Identifies the characteristics of an encyclopedia 
• Identifies the characteristics of textbooks* 
• Identifies the characteristics of weather reports* 
• Locates information using a table of contents in literary 

text 
• Recognizes the characteristics of glossaries in 

informational text* 
• Identifies and uses structures of glossaries in 

informational text* 

Analyze Literature Written in a Variety of Genres Analyze Literature Written in a Variety of Genres Analyze Literature Written in a Variety of Genres 
• Classifies stories as "make-believe"* 
• Classifies literary texts as stories that could happen 
• Distinguishes among titles to recognize a literary text 

that is "real"* 
• Identifies the characteristics of fairy tales 
• Classifies literary text as a fairy tale* 

• Distinguishes among genres to recognize realistic 
stories 

• Classifies stories as "make-believe"* 
• Identifies a "make-believe" statement using literary 

text* 
• Classifies literary text as a story 
• Identifies the characteristics of poems* 
• Gives examples of fairy tales* 
• Classifies literary text as a fairy tale* 

• Recognizes characteristics of fiction* 
• Classifies literary text as a story 
• Identifies the characteristics of poems* 
• Identifies the plot of a legend* 
• Defines fable* 
• Distinguishes among literary genres to recognize a 

fantasy 
• Classifies literary texts as plays 
• Recognizes characteristics of plays* 
• Distinguishes among genres to recognize literary 

magazine articles* 
• Classifies literary text as a memoir* 

New Vocabulary: business letter, fable, genre, historical 
fiction, journal, legend, news, newspaper, nonfiction, 
outline, science fiction, short story, source, tall tale 

New Vocabulary: advertise, almanac, anecdote, 
bibliography, caption, encyclopedia, fiction, magazine, 
myth, novel, reference material, resource, rhythm, stanza, 
thesaurus 

New Vocabulary: anthology, guide words, memoir, 
reference, reference book, review, vocabulary 

New Signs and Symbols: none New Signs and Symbols: none New Signs and Symbols: none 
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