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Dear Parents,

I am pleased to be your child’s fifth grade teacher.  I am looking forward to a productive and enjoyable year.  I love teaching a great deal and make it a personal goal to make learning fun for each of my students.

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself.  My name is Mike Collins.  I earned a Bachelor’s Degree from Central Washington University in 1987 and a Master’s Degree in Education focusing on Integrating Technology into the Classroom in September of 2005.  I have been teaching for twenty-two  years, eighteen of them have been for College Place Public Schools.  I have also coached basketball, baseball, softball, and track for the district.

My wife Sheri works at Wa-Hi. My daughter Ashley is attending Central Washington University studying to be a science teacher. My youngest daughter Amy is attending WWCC.  She eventually plans to be an elementary teacher.  Both Ashley and Amy work at the movie theatre when not at school. 

It is my mission as an educator to create a desirable learning environment in my classroom.  While showing my students that I care and am concerned about them and their education, I will also set realistically high expectations of effort and behavior.  I will use instructional time efficiently, providing adequate opportunities for my students to play an active role in their own education.  In my thoughts and actions I will make every effort to motivate each child to fulfill their full potential.


Following this letter you will find information that is critical for success in fifth grade.  Please read it over with your child.  Throughout my experience in education, I have realized that parental support is a vital component for a child to succeed.  Welcome aboard, teammate!  

Respectfully,

Michael Collins

mcollins@cpps.org (please put your child’s name in the subject line of your email)

522-3265

[image: image3.wmf] **HOMEWORK - It is difficult to understand today’s concept, if you missed the one taught yesterday.  It is critical that homework be done daily and turned in on time.  I teach each concept, thoroughly, before students are given an assignment.  They are given time in class to complete the work.  If a student does not finish the work in class, it is to be taken home to be completed.  All assignments are due the next day, unless otherwise noted.  You need to know that twenty percent will be deducted from your child’s grade for late work.  Homework is to be done at home, on time.

The most successful students have a homework area and homework time.  Many families choose to have the entire family involved in work time, for a set amount of time.  Every family member is engaged in some academic pursuit, even if it is reading the newspaper.  

**MATH - The 5th grade implements a combination of curriculums including Scott Foresman, Accelerated Math, Connected Math, IXL and other computer based math programs.  The focus is to teach mathematical thinking and concepts.  Most work will be done in math labs during class time.  The focus is on working together emphasizing small group and partner problem solving.  Progress in the Accelerated Math Program will be reflected on their overall grade.

**SCIENCE– Students are tested in Science for the MSP this year.  We will be covering the forces in motion, forms of energy, earth processes, life processes, and scientific method and processes.

**READING -We will be using a variety of resources for our reading class.  We have a literature book, and will also be reading novels.  The emphasis is on meeting the needs of the individual student, taking them from where they are and advancing them.  It is my firm belief that all other academics stem from reading so therefore it is of the upmost importance.
**SPELLING- Students will have weekly tests in spelling.  The weekly assignment will be given the first day of the week and the final test on the last day. Students are encouraged to take their words and study.

WRITING/ENGLISH:  The Meadow Brook teachers have committed to teaching writing  using two programs.  They are “Four Square Writing” and “Six Trait Writing.”  We are excited about this opportunity to provide improved writing instruction to our students.

**AR – Your child must practice reading, much the same as they practice a sport.  Accelerated Reader is your child’s opportunity to practice the skills involved in reading, at their own level.  Your child has a goal for the number of points that must be achieved during this grading period.  This will count as 20% of the reading grade.  It is extremely helpful if you encourage your child to read at home.
IMPORTANT DAYS AND TIMES.

	8:15 – 8:20
	ENTRY

	8:20-9:00
	SCIENCE



	9:00- 9:40
	SCIENCE



	9:40-9:55
	RECESS

	10:00-10:40
	LANGUAGE ARTS

	10:40- 11:27
	LANGUAGE ARTS

	11:27-12:07
	LUNCH

	12:10-12:30
	ORAL READING /

ACCELERATED READING / MATH

	12:30-1:00
	MUSIC/ AR READING

	1:00-2:15
	MATH



	2:15-3:05
	SOCIAL STUDIES



	P.E.

Music

Library
	Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday in the morning.

Monday and Thursday at 12:30.

Thursday


· We will attempt to go to the computer lab as often as possible or feasible.  Just to let you know, I firmly believe that the computer should be used as a tool/resource for learning and not as the teacher.  We will be using the Internet in a supervised manner.

**EXPECTATIONS - At Meadow Brook we have basic expectations for behavior.  A strict policy has been adopted towards bullying.  Please refer to the Student Handbook for behavior and consequences.

5-CO classroom standards are as follows:

1. Make good decisions.
2. Show respect.

3. Solve problems.
If these standards are not followed, recess time will be affected and choice cards may follow.

Safety is very important to me.  If a child behaves in an unsafe way, a choice card will be written immediately, and you will be notified.  If the infraction is severe enough, the administration and any pertinent authorities will be called.

It is my goal to keep students safe, happy, and healthy.  I cannot do this without you!  Please help me maintain a healthy work environment for all students, by supporting management decisions that I make.  Together we can make fifth grade a positive and memorable year!

Finally, I would like to say that I feel it is a big part of my job to prepare my students for junior high, high school, and even college.  It is a different world there, than here in an intermediate setting.  I try and do this by allowing students more freedom but expecting more responsibility and organization.
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I have read, understand, and agree with the materials in this packet.  I will do my part as a parent to help my child have a great 5th grade year!

Date



Child’s Name



Parent Signature

In case Mr. Collins needs to contact me, I am easily reachable at:

HOME ______________________________________________

WORK______________________________________________

CELL_______________________________________________

EMAIL______________________________________________

Let us think of education as the means of developing our greatest abilities, because in each of us there is a private hope and dream which, fulfilled, can be translated into benefit for everyone and greater strength for our nation. - John F. Kennedy  
